Community Profile

North East Derbyshire

1. Introduction

This is the third community profile prepared by North East Derbyshire Citizens Advice Bureau.  Previous profiles were based on the 1981 and 1991 census.  With the results of the 2001 census now being made available we are able to view our profile with relevant comparisons.

The information contained in this profile is taken from the census, the governments neighbourhood statistics web site and the bureau’s own statistical recording.

2. Description of area

North East Derbyshire is a mainly rural area covering some 100 square miles.  It has no focal town, but consists of small and larger settlements. The area almost completely encircles Chesterfield, the main local town and a separate borough that has its own CAB.  North East Derbyshire District Council has its headquarters in Chesterfield.

According to the 2001 census the total population of N.E.Derbyshire was 96,940, this reflects an increase of only 0.6% since the 1981 census.

The small towns and villages have a mixture of industry and agriculture.  There are though wide variations within the area.  The most populated areas remain to be Dronfield (21,330), Eckington (11,152) and Clay Cross (8,769).  Clay Cross and Eckington and the surrounding areas in the south and east have never really recovered from the closure of the local coalmines.  This has been exacerbated in the last few years with the closure of 2 major employers in the area, Biwater Pipes and Brian Donkins.

Wealth differs widely across the area.  The Deprivation Indices show that N.E. Derbyshire has two wards in the bottom 1,000 wards, Holmewood and Heath (525) and Hasland (606).  There are four others in the 1,000 to 2,000 range, Clay Cross South (1,125), Eckington South (1,335), Renishaw (1,435) and Tupton (1690).  At the other end of the scale we have Dronfield Woodhouse (6,247), Dronfield South (7,131) and Gosforth Valley (7,324).  These ‘scores’ are from 8,414 wards listed in the Deprivation Indices.  

3. Population Breakdown

By Gender
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Population by gender shows little change although the male population does show a reduction of 0.78% compared with 1981.

By Age
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As can be seen statistics confirm that there is an ageing population.

Ethnicity

	
	No. of people
	0%

	White
	95867
	98.89

	Mixed
	469
	0.48

	Asian or Asian British
	287
	0.30

	Black or Black British
	114
	0.12

	Chinese
	152
	0.16

	Other ethnic group
	52
	0.05

	
	
	

	
	96941
	100


Population cont.

4. Housing

The total number of households have increased since 1981 from 34,558 to 40,693 an increase of 17.75%.
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In a recent survey by the local authority it is reported that 4% of households live in flats, maisonettes or bedsits, 11% are in terraces and 85% are in semi-detached or detached houses or bungalows.  It is also noted that North East Derbyshire has comparatively few private landlords.

The Local Authority, along with 2 neighbouring authorities, is presently attempting to measure the levels of homelessness.  As a guide North East Derbyshire District Council treated just over 200 people per year as homeless during the last 2 years.

In preparing the Authority’s homeless strategy they have noted gaps in provision as follows;

(i) Single/couples no priority need

(ii) Single priority and no priority need leaving prison

(iii) Single priority need drug users

(iv) People with mental health problems

(v) Homeless households with a priority – chaotic lifestyle

(vi) Intentionally homeless – chaotic lifestyle

In acknowledging these gaps the Council has recognised the need for a multi agency approach and their strategy document is entitled ‘Working Together’. 

Households with Children
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Households with children show an increase of 5.16% on 1991.  Included in the statistics for 2001 are 1,921 lone parents.

5. Health

For the 2001 census people were asked to comment on their health that brought about some interesting local anomalies.

	
	No. of people
	% This area
	% England

	People with limiting long-term illness
	20994
	21.7
	17.9

	People with 'not good' general health
	10751
	11.1
	9.0

	People providing unpaid care
	12574
	13.0
	9.9


Health Facilities

In addition to the doctor’s surgeries, there are Clinics/Health Centres at Clay Cross, Dronfield and Eckington, the hospital at Calow jointly serves N.E.Derbyshire and Chesterfield and the surrounding areas of Derbyshire.  In addition there is a Community Hospital in Clay Cross.

6. Unemployment

According to the Governments ‘Neighbourhood Statistics’ the percentage of people in N.E. Derbyshire aged 16-74 ‘economically active’ but unemployed in 2002 averaged 3.32% (The national average was 3.35).   The worst areas were Clay Cross South (6.34%), North Wingfield (5.19%), Holmewood and Heath (5.17%), Grassmoor (4.63%) and Renishaw (4.41%).  

Using the same statistics the percentage of those people who are said to be ‘economically active’ but permanently sick/disabled is recorded as 6.26% for the area (National 5.3%).  The worst areas being Holmewood and Heath (10.81%), Renishaw (10.08%), Eckington South (9.36%) and Grassmoor (9.08%).

unemployment cont.

The percentage of those unemployed said to be ‘long term unemployed’ is 33.04% for the area (National 30.26%).   The wards with the highest percentages are Renishaw (42.86%) and Dronfield Woodhouse (41.30%).

7. Employment

Occupation Type (according to census)

	
	No.
	0%

	Managers & Senior officials
	6542
	14.7

	Professional
	4124
	9.3

	Associate professional & Technical
	5358
	12.1

	Admin & Secretarial
	5851
	13.2

	Skilled Trades
	5973
	13.4

	Personal Service
	2980
	6.7

	Sales & customer service
	3329
	7.5

	Process, plant & machine operatives
	4711
	10.6

	Elementary occupations
	5570
	12.5


The split between part time (30 hours or less) and full time is male part time 2,031, female 9,898 and male full time 22,011, female 10,498.

8. Leisure

There are two major sports centres within the district at Dronfield and Clay Cross plus a swimming pool at Eckington.

There are also a number of outdoor facilities particularly walking trails the largest of which ‘The 5 Pits Trail’ is as suggests links 5 old colliery sites.

There are a number of libraries in the area the main ones being in Clay Cross, Dronfield and Eckington.  There is also a mobile service that supplies the more rural areas.

There is also numerous leisure and social groups many of which are included in our local information database which can be accessed on our web site 

www.ned-cab.org.uk 

9. Transport

North East Derbyshire is served, in the main, by two bus companies, Stagecoach (East Midlands) and Trent.  Most journeys centre on Chesterfield.  The main towns Clay Cross, Eckington, Dronfield and the communities en route are fairly well served.  Other outlying areas however are not so fortunate.  There are though locally run Community buses for the elderly and disabled.

The towns of Chesterfield and Clay Cross also operate a ‘Shopmobility’ service for the disabled.

10. Developments

Within the next 2 years a womens refuge and a Surestart family centre are to be built in North East Derbyshire.
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